                                                                                                                             January, 2009

Thank you for your interest in the Idaho Institute of the History of Pharmacy.

After several years of planning and construction, the Idaho State University College of Pharmacy’s Meridian Expansion is scheduled to open its doors in September, 2009. As the need for skilled pharmaceutical professionals continues to grow in Idaho and across the nation, it is an exciting time for everyone involved in the project. The Meridian Expansion into the Treasure Valley is the perfect capstone to the College of Pharmacy’s ninety years of academic excellence. It is in this spirit that the IIHP proposes a History of Pharmacy in Idaho Exhibit to compliment the further growth of Idaho State’s dedication to pharmacy education and to honor its rich heritage and background.


The history of medicine in Idaho is a detailed backdrop to the story of Idaho itself. For almost 10,000 years, Nez Perce and Northern Paiute tribesmen use of native plants and minerals for wellness and healing. During the eighteenth century, the Shoshoni and Bannock brought further medicinal knowledge as they migrated West out of the Rocky Mountains. Following the Civil War, Idaho’s mining boom brought thousands of migrants and their demand for the popular pharmaceuticals of the day. Indeed, one of the first structures in Western Idaho was the 1865 Boise City Drug Store, a downtown fixture for over thirty years. As Chinese immigrants came to work the silver mines, herbalist apothecaries serviced their needs and offered an alternative to Western medicines. When Idaho’s population exploded during the Progressive Era, the pharmacy became a centerpiece of every town from Pocatello to Coeur d’Alene. The unique and questionable nature of many of the patent medicines and elixirs sold in these early drug stores are today’s treasures.  Their part in the history of Idaho medicine is indisputable. With the Pure Clean Food and Drug of 1906, pharmaceuticals in Idaho and the United States began the long trek from merely killing pain to addressing health and wellness. And as hospitals and medicine moved into the twentieth century, pharmacy leaders in Idaho and their vital services changed the very nature of human understanding. One of the primary goals of the IIHP is to tell this story.

The expansion of health care services in the Boise Valley and the training of its providers by the ISU Meridian Expansion have developed a very unique opportunity. Over the past six months, several generous establishments and individuals have offered to donate hundreds of pharmaceutical antiques, documents, and curiosities to enhance the College of Pharmacy and record the history of medicine in Idaho. The IIHP is in contact with several schools, retailers, and collectors ready to educate and entertain with artifacts of the Gem State’s unique pharmacy past. From the Nez Perce of 10,000 years ago, to mining camps of the Sawtooth Mountains, to the computerized systems of today, the IIHP would be honored to narrate this history for Idaho and the Idaho State University Health Sciences. As the opportunities for medicine and learning continue to expand in Boise Valley and Idaho, now is the perfect time to explore the state’s tradition of healing.
Sincerely yours,

Marc Allen Frisk                                                                                                                                             Curator and Historian                                                     

